IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 5 10, 14, 18, 20 and 22 as follows. The claims, as 
pending in the subject application, read as follows: 



(Currently Amended) An image input apparatus comprising: 
reading means for reading an encryption key stored in an external source; 
storage n^eans for storing said encryption key to execute an encryption 

process; 

encryption mea^s for encrypting digital information by using said 
encryption key stored in the storagevmeans; 

output means for outputting the encrypted digital informatio n; and after 
compl e tion of th e e ncryption by said e ncryption means; and 

erasing means for erasing said encryption key stored in said storage means 
after encrypting the digital information by said encryption means and before corresponding 
tcrthe outputting of the encrypted digital information b\said output means . 



2. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
encryption means encrypts the digital information which has undergone a high-efficiency 
coding operation: 
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3\^(0riginal) An image input apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising image ©ick-up means for optically picking up an image of a subject and for 
generating an image Wnal from the picked-up image. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled)\ 

6. (Original) An linage input apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on a common key cryptosystem. 



7. (Original) An image input apparatus according to claim 1 5 wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on a public key cryptosystem. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 



10. (Currently Amended) An image input method comprising the steps of: 

reading an encryption key stored in an external source; 

storing said encryption key in a storage means to execute an encryption 




process; 



ehcrypting digital information by using said encryption key stored in the 
said storage means: 

outputting the encrypted digital information ; and aft e r completion of the 
encryption in said e ncrypting st e p; and * 

erasing saiei stored encryption key after encrypting the digital information by 
the encrypting step and before stored in said sto r age means co rr esponding to th e outputting 
of the encrypted digital information by the outputting step . 



1 1 . (Original) An image input method according to claim 10 5 wherein the 
digital information which has undergone a high-efficiency coding operation is encrypted. 



12. (Previously Presented)YAn image input method according to claim 10, 
wherein an image signal is generated from ar^optically picked up image of a subject which 
is converted into the digital information. 

13. (Original) An image input metnod according to claim 10, wherein said 
encryption key comprises an encryption key based on\me of a common key cryptosystem 
and a public key cryptosystem. 

14. (Currently Amended) An encryption processing program stored in a 
computer-readable medium, comprising: 

a step of reading an encryption key stored in aA external source; 
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storage step of storing said encryption key in a storage means to execute 
an encryption process; 

a stepspf encrypting digital information by using said encryption key stored 
in said the storage means; 

a step of outputting the encrypted digital informatio n; and aft e r compl e tion 
of the e ncryption in said e ncry p ting ste p ; and 

a step of erasing\said the stored encryption key after the step of encrypting 
the digital information and beforeVhe step of stor e d in said storag e means corres p onding to 
the outputting said of the encryptedciigital information. 

18. (Currently Amended)\An image input apparatus comprising: 
information encryption mean^ for encrypting digital information by using an 

internal encryption key; 

obtaining means for obtaining an\external encryption key stored in an 

external source; 

storage means for storing said extern^ encryption key to execute a key 
encryption process; 

key encryption means for encrypting saidMnternal encryption key by using 
said external encryption key stored in said storage means^ 

output means for outputting the encrypted digital information and the 
encrypted internal encryption key ; and after completion of th^k e y e ncryption by said key 
encryption m e ans; and 



\erasing means for erasing the said external encryption key stored in said 
storage means aftlsr encrypting said internal encryption key by said key encryption means 
and before corresponding to the outputting said of the encrypted digital information and the 
encrypted internal encryption key by said output means . 

19. (Original)^An image input apparatus according to claim 18, wherein 
said internal encryption key comprises an encryption key based on a common key 
cryptosystem, and said external encryption key comprises an encryption key based on a 
public key cryptosystem. 

20. (Currently Amended^ An image input method for an image input 
apparatus comprising the steps of: 

encrypting digital information by using an internal encryption key; 

obtaining an external encryptiok key stored in an external source; 

storing said external encryption in a storage means to execute a key 
encryption process; 

key encrypting said internal encryptio^key by using said external 
encryption key stored in said storage means; 

outputting the encrypted digital information and the encrypted internal 
encryption key aft e r completion of the key e ncryption by ii^aid key encryption st e p ; and 

erasing the stored external encryption key after encrypting the internal 
encryption key by the key encrypting step and before stored ii^said storage m e ans 



corr e sponding ; to th e outputting of the encrypted digital information and the encrypted 
internal encryption key bv the outputting step . 

22. (Currently Amended) An encryption processing program stored in a 

computer-readable medium, comprising the steps of : 

a step of encrypting digital information by using an internal encryption key; 

a step of obtaining an external encryption key stored in an external source; 

a step of storing sai& external encryption key in a storage means to execute a 

key encryption process; 

a step of key encryptingWd internal encryption key by using said external 

encryption key stored in said storage means; 

\ 

a step of outputting the encrypted digital information and the encrypted 
internal encryption key aft e r completion of the t key encryption in said key encrypting step ; 
and 

internal encryption key bv the key encrypting step and before stor e d in said storag e means 

\ 

corresponding to th e outputting of the encrypted digital\information and the encrypted 
internal encryption key by the outputting step . 
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